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Launch of Missing Children’s Month

Montreal, April 30, 2018 — In 1986, the Solicitor General of Canada proclaimed May 25" as National Missing
Children’s Day. Over the years, the Missing Children’s Network has declared May to be Missing Children Month
not only to raise awareness about the plight of missing children in Quebec but also to inform parents and
educators about what they can do in order to better protect their children against abduction, aggression and
exploitation.

According to the RCMP’s latest statistics, last year, in Quebec alone, on average 19 children were reported
missing daily. With 7,025 cases originating from Quebec, the province registered the 4™ highest report of
missing children in the country. Once again, runaway youth accounted for the majority of missing children
reports. While 90% of these children were found within days of their disappearance, many will remain missing
for weeks, months and even years. The longer they are missing, the more vulnerable they become.

“Every day, as we have been doing for the past 33 years, the Missing Children’s Network helps keep hope alive
for dozens of families”, said Pina Arcamone, Director General of the organization. Our team is deeply
committed to never stop searching for children until they are found, no matter the circumstances. For us,
hope is not just a word, it’s our guiding principle.

As part of this awareness month, the Missing Children’s Network will be implementing several strategies, that
include highlighting several long-term unresolved missing children cases, unveiling of its 2018 annual poster
featuring 12 missing children cases, as well as posting practical safety tips on the organization’s Facebook
page. The Missing Children’s Network is committed to significantly decreasing the number of children that
disappear. In order to do so, they will invite the public to play an active role in the search for these children
and the protection of youth by asking them to like and share its posts that will be available on their social
media tools that include Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

The Missing Children’s Network will also take the opportunity to launch an innovative and indispensable tool
(SIGN4L) that will allow parents to electronically record and store an information record of their child directly
on their smart phones, to be used in the event of an emergency.

The month will culminate on May 25", National Missing Children’s Day, when 4,000 preschoolers will walk in
honour of missing children. Over 50 child care facilities in the province will take part in the Second Edition of
our Tiny Tots Walk for Hope. This walk serves as a reminder to families that their children are missing but not
forgotten. At the end of the event, the Missing Children’s Network will distribute its latest publication,
Juliette and Jacob Stay Safe, a fun and engaging activity book that is designed to help parents foster their
preschoolers’ safety competence.

Finally, in an unprecedented show of solidarity, Montreal City Hall will be illuminated in green to mark
National Missing Children's Day.

About - International Missing Children’s Day

Missing Children’s Day was first recognized by former President of the United States, Ronald Reagan, on

May 25, 1983. May 25" is the date that six-year-old Etan Patz disappeared from a New York City street corner
on his way to school. Etan’s case remains one of thousands of unsolved missing children’s cases and this day
serves as an annual reminder of our responsibilities to ensure the well-being and safety of our children.


https://www.facebook.com/EnfantRetourQuebec
https://www.facebook.com/EnfantRetourQuebec

In 1986, the Solicitor General of Canada declared May 25" to be National Missing Children’s Day in
Canada. Today, this annual awareness day is international in scope with over 50 countries pausing on May 25"
to honour its missing children.

About the Missing Children’s Network

Founded in 1985, the Missing Children’s Network is the only non-profit organization in Quebec dedicated to the
search for missing children and the prevention of their disappearance. Regardless of the reason for the
disappearance, from runaways to parental or criminal abductions, the Missing Children’s Network’s team
supports, assists and advises the families of missing children.

In addition, the team works closely with law enforcement, child welfare agencies and the media to find these
children and bring them home safely. Since its inception, the Missing Children’s Network has helped law
enforcement to recover 1,361 children, and has educated more than 200,000 students how to remain safe in
their daily lives, both online and offline.

The Missing Children’s Network is a front-line partner of the AMBER Alert Program in Quebec and a
recognized partner of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) National Centre for Missing Persons and
Unidentified Remains (NCMPUR).
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